Advice to newly arrived people from Afghanistan who have
received vaccinations overseas

Were you vaccinated overseas?
The Australian Government accepts some vaccines given overseas, but not all vaccines.
This is decided by the Government’s Therapeutic Goods Administration, not by local
doctors or health services. The Australian Government recognises these vaccines:


Moderna (SPIKEVAX)



Johnson and Johnson (COVID-19 Vaccine Janssen)



Pfizer (COMIRNATY)



AstraZeneca (VAXZEVRIA)



Coronavac (Sinovac)



Covishield (AstraZeneca/Serum Institute of India)

If you have a record that shows you have received one of these vaccines, then these
details can be added to the Australian Immunisation Register. You can use the record in
the Australian Immunisation Register to show services and employers that you are
vaccinated for COVID-19.
If you have already had a COVID-19 vaccination please show your record of vaccination
to your case manager at Settlement Services International, a doctor or the nurse at the
NSW Refugee Health Service so they record it on the Australian Immunisation Register.
What should I do if I don’t have proof that I was vaccinated in Afghanistan?
If you don’t have a record of vaccination we recommend you get re-vaccinated.
Even if you have been vaccinated overseas, without proof your previous vaccination
won’t be recognised. The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation does
not recommend testing for immunity with blood tests.
If it safe to be vaccinated again?
It is safe for you to be re-vaccinated. Many people across the world have been revaccinated (either by accident or on purpose) without harmful effects.
If you have any questions or concerns please contact either the NSW Refugee health
Service or a local doctor.
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