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ZOOM Q&A WITH DR YOUNG 

Q- Communities were wondering about what requirements are there for places of worship to be 

open, in line with public health directives this weekend. 

A-For places of worship and all businesses in QLD, they can open from midday today. They should 

all have an industry plan that they work with. There are a few additional restrictions at least for 

the next 14 days because of the outbreak we have just had. For indoors, if there is any eating or 

drinking, people must be seated when doing so. For outdoors, people can stand when eating or 

drinking. I know some places of worship are multipurpose. In case any places of worship have got 

any weddings or other events, you can't dance indoors except for a wedding. You can only dance 

in a dance studio or a dance class, but otherwise no dancing indoors. You can however dance if it 

is outdoors. Then people need to wear a mask if they are in an indoor space or are in an outdoor 

space where they can't maintain physical distancing. That is important. A lot of venues are bound 

by the one person per two square meter rule, but if you have got seating, then you can occupy one 

hundred percent of that seating. However, if the seating is more than one person per two square 

meters, then you need to know where everyone is seated. The venue has to be ticketed and 

allocated. But that's only if seating is more than one person per two square meters. If it isn't, then 

people can sit anywhere in that venue. The other thing is, I know people who want to sing because 

that's really important and I think particularly at Easter, you do need a mask on when you are 

singing because that is a high-risk activity in terms of exposure to COVID. If you have a mask on, 

that's fine. 

Q- If a place of worship is in the pastor's home, do they need to follow the 30-person rule for 

private gatherings? And does that include the people living in that home? 

A- If anyone wants to have a gathering in a private home, their own home, someone else's home, 

then the maximum number of people you can have is 30 at any given time. That includes everyone 

who lives in that home. This also includes everyone who is in different rooms of the same home or 

in the home’s compound. It's a maximum of 30 people in one home at any given time. 

Q- Just to clarify, if you are wearing a mask, you cannot sing indoors, and dancing is not allowed 

except at wedding? 

A- I know a lot of churches are multipurpose, and they might have dance studios or dance classes 

when they are not having services, then dancing is allowed in these occasions. 

Q- Representatives from the Islamic community have asked whether you are willing to work with 

them on a message for Ramadan, which starts on the 12th of April, and a message around the 

social distancing and precautions during the month of fasting and at Mosques. 

A- Definitely, I would like to leave it a little bit longer because this current set restrictions is 

hopefully only in place for two weeks. It should end midday on the 15th of April, so Ramadan 

might have to be split up. In the first three days, there might be some increased restrictions and 

then the rest of the month go back to where we were. Therefore, I think it's a little bit early to call 

on that. So if members are happy to wait for a little bit before doing that messaging, but yes, once 

we have more certainty, very happy to. So maybe next week would be good. 



Q- A lot of community celebrations and events, cultural events that are happening at the moment, 

sometimes in function rooms, school halls, etc. Do they need to have a COVID safe plan? And 

again, do people at the celebrations need to wear a face mask? 

A- Everyone needs to wear a mask indoors except in their own private home. When you have that 

private gathering of 30, you don't need to wear a mask, although it is good practice to use masks, 

but you don't have to. That's individual choice.  It's not mandated but recommend wearing a mask 

because when you have a lot of people coming and leaving the house. The 30 people rule is for 

everyone who's in the house, anywhere on that property, both indoors and outdoors. There are 

very few exceptions for not wearing a mask: If you're under 12 years of age, if you're medically 

compromised, when you are strenuously exercising. Also, you should not wear a mask in 

dangerous situations, for instance, in kitchens you don't want the mask falling off and getting 

caught into machinery or if you're in a construction site. But elsewhere, we are just asking for the 

next two weeks that people wear masks indoors. Indoors is a real risk, particularly supermarkets, 

retail, airports and other commercial environments. When you go into a hospitality environment 

like bars and restaurants, you need to wear a mask unless you are seated eating and drinking.  For 

activities and events, you do need a COVID safe checklist for up to 1500 people or a COVID safe 

plan if more than 1500. If you're outdoors and it's a private gathering, you don't need anything up 

to 500 people. But if it's a commercial business e.g. charity, religious event etc, you do need a 

checklist for up to 1500 people and a COVID safe plan if more.  

Q- Do you have to keep a record of who's come to visit your house? 

A- You don't have to as it's not mandated. But if you've got a lot of different people coming, yes, 

you really should try to keep a record. Often people do have books for people to sign to show their 

respect when they come through to visit someone who's died or consult a relative. So it would be 

good practice to keep that information. But again, it's not mandated. 

Q- How many people can attend weddings and funerals? And I think you've touched on wearing 

masks that you do need to wear masks when you're indoors. 

A- We are going back to that cap of 200 people or one person per two square meters, whichever 

number is bigger. So that's for both weddings and funerals. Now, if they are being held indoors, 

you need to be seated and wear a mask. For outdoors, you can have more people and you don't 

need to wear a mask if you social distance. 

Q- What is the difference between isolating and quarantining and who will tell me which one I 

need to do at any point in time? 

A- You are asked to quarantine when someone thinks you might have the disease because you've 

been exposed to someone or been in the situation where you can acquire the infection. So when 

you're asked to quarantine, you don't have the disease. It's just that you might have it and usually 

then are required to quarantine for 14 days from when you last had contact with that situation or 

that person. Now isolation is when you have the disease, so you are being asked to isolate 

yourself from anyone else. In a hospital, that's done by putting someone in a room by themselves, 

and those attending to them are wearing PPE when they get into the isolation room. Therefore, 

isolation is when they have confirmed you have the disease. You've had a test and it's showing 

COVID positive while quarantine you might get the disease within 14 days, usually within 14 days 

of coming into contact with someone who's had it.  

Q- Does that mean if you've been asked to quarantine, it comes from the Public Health unit? 



A- It depends. If you've come in from overseas, it's usually police at the border or border force 

staff. If you've been part of the most recent cluster and I think we've asked something like two 

thousand people to quarantine, then it will be the public health staff. So it depends on the 

situation where you are. You will be served with a quarantine notice in most cases, sometimes 

because the public health staff are ringing people up on the phone and they can't get out to serve 

all these quarantine notices, you'll be told over the phone to quarantine. 

Q- And if you test negative while you're in quarantine before the 14 days, are you allowed to leave 

quarantine? 

A- No, you cannot leave quarantine. But there is some situations where the public health staff 

deem you a casual contact or a very low risk contact, and they might require you to just do a test 

and to quarantine until you get a negative result and then be allowed to exit. The public health 

staff will tell you whether you need to do 14 days or whether you just need to test. The usual 

period of quarantine is 14 days. But if the public health staff have to do it over the phone, they'll 

be very careful and make very, very clear whether it's test and isolate or test and quarantine for 

14 days. And if you quarantine, you need to get a test at the start of the quarantine period and 

you get a test at the end of the quarantine period and you won't be able to leave quarantine till 

that test at the end is negative. 

Q- Are there any limitations on travel? Both within QLD and interstate? 

A- There are no travel limitations within QLD State unless you're sick, if you're sick with any 

symptoms at all. Anything at all, please just stay home. You need to stay home and get tested. So, 

don't travel anywhere except to go and get tested, of course. Now, the other States I'm sorry, I 

can't do a quick summary of them as they're all changing. Every single State has got different 

requirements. Some States will not let you in if you've been in greater Brisbane or for some States 

anywhere in Queensland. They will put you into quarantine in the hotel for 14 days at your cost. 

Every single State, unfortunately, is doing something different and it's all changing rapidly. But I 

know that all States and the Commonwealth are currently reviewing their declarations of 

hotspots, so the best advice is, please, wherever you intend going, just make sure you go and 

check on that State's website what their requirements are. 

 


